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Abstract 
The aim of this paper is to focus on the verb phrase turn out (intransitive use) and clarify some 
properties of the phrase. This phrase is said to have a nuance of surprise or unexpectedness. Referring 
to the examples from written texts, novels or magazines today, I suggest that there are four types of 
turn out in terms of the previous expectation. They are the following four cases ; 1) the present 
situation is contrary to the expected one, 2) the present situation is rather different from the expected 
one, even though not contrary, 3) the present situation was already expected, and 4) there is no 
clear expectation at all. 
Turn out seems to have a dramatic effect because of its unexpectedness. This is because the verb 
turn, meaning revolving, and the particle out combine to highlight the present situation as if a hidden 
truth came out. Furthermore, we cannot help accepting the situation as it is. 
Different from turn, which expresses a change of a situation itself, turn out expresses a change of 
the speaker's or subject's perspective of a situation. 
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